
Understanding Inquiry - Research Investigations 

• Inquiry happens when you leave the text. 
• Text-dependent questions are teacher-directed and meant to insure the text was understood. 
• Inquiry questions are student-initiated and meant to inspire children to dig deeper. 
• The goal of Inquiry is to build knowledge by asking questions, by uncovering, and discovering 

answers.  
• Understanding often requires synthesis—to comprehend, then create, and communicate. 

After either of the books in the series is read aloud to the child(ren), ask them to begin to wonder 
about something they learned in the book.   

Give them a copy of the “I Wonder” handout to inspire inquiry and use as a springboard to research. 

Note: If you purchase an eBook of Who Will Roar If I Go? or Will You Miss Us If We Go?, you will be able to 
display the enlarged copy on the LCD for your read-aloud.  The enlarged images make the animals come alive.  

The lesson plan ideas we have posted have been tested at grade levels 3, 4, and 5. See where these 
might fit in your local curriculum mapping.  Or, use the plans in the library as a learning adventure! 

Standards this activity will embrace:  

Information Literacy Standards:  
• Teaching Inquiry  
• Teaching “How can we ask a good question?”  
• Teaching open-ended questions  
• Students will learn how to use a database, encyclopedia, etc. 
• Students will learn to identify keywords for searching   

      English Language Arts (Common Core) 
  

As early as Grade 3, students are being asked to “research to build and present knowledge.” 
Short-term research projects are encouraged.  

Here is one standard from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/  
Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.7  
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.8 
Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/7/
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Next Generation Science Standards 
Please read this Grade 3 science standard and the connection to Common Core writing standards 
below.  Note the Disciplinary Core Ideas in orange.   
This table can be found at: https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ess3-3-earth-and-human-activity  
For additional information, please see the NGSS site at Grade levels 3, 4, and 5.  
 

Here is an example:  
 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ess3-3-earth-and-human-activity

	Research to Build and Present Knowledge:

